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WILLIAM A. ALEXANDER 


Sermon on page five 


Churches served by Dr. Alexander are shown 
here: Top, right—First, Shreveport, his 
present pastorate; Middle—South Highland, 
Birmingham; First, Charlotte; Bottom— 
Highland Park, Dallas; Central, Mobile; 


First, Brownsville, Tenn. 
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Letters to the Editors 


Here’s One Good Way 





to Help Out in Japan 





Christian Literature Needed 


To the Editors: 

With a great deal of interest I have 
observed from time to time the use to 
which THE OUTLOOK has been put, for 
forwarding worthwhile movements for 
the amelioration of suffering or the fill- 
ing of serious needs. You can do much 
through the provision of publicity through 
“Letters to the Editor.” 

In this connection, there 
I wish to present, realizing that I may 
strike an answering chord in the minds 
of other ministers who have been read- 
ing as I have recently “The Return to 
Japan,” the report of the Christian Depu- 
tation to Japan. Perhaps there has al- 
ready been begun some fund of the sort 
that I would be interested in contribut- 
ing to. 

It appeals to me that during this cur- 
this particular 
might provide 


is a proposal 


rent season of missions 
quotation from that book 
fuel for thought on the part of ministers, 
who here in our church are as fully de- 
pendent on books as our fellow ministers 
in Japan. Here then is the quotation: 

the Christians 
Bibles and the 
hymn books of the people were largely 
destroyed. The ministers feel crippled 
and weaponless with their libraries gone. 
They told us they did not realize how 
dependent upon boks they were —to say 
nothing of current magazines until their 
devoured by the incendiary 


books of 
burned. The 


“Finally, the 


had been 


books were 

zrelatine. 

celmible Helps. Three hundred and fifty 
Christian workers lost their libraries in 
the fires which destroyed their homes. 
As the result they have no basic books 
with which to do their work. Further- 
more, no new books have reached them 
from the West during the war years. We 


ean render the leadership of the Japanese 
Church an immense help by gathering 
together a supply of English translations 
of the Bible such as Moffatt and Good- 
speed, concordances, commentaries, and 
other basic books for shipment to the 
church headquarters in Japan for distri- 
bution. A number of copies of important 
new books and pamphiets should also be 
included.” 


[ propose to use part of my gift to 
missions this year for this express pur- 
pose, if it is made possible. Will you 
hold the enclosed check for that purpose. 

Such contributions, especially designa- 
ted, should be sent to E. C. Scott, Treas- 
urer, War Relief Committee, 1120 Liberty 
Bank Building, Dallas 1, Texas.—Eds.) 

° H. G. 


See Editorial, page 5%. 


Do You Write to Missionaries? 


To the Editors: 


An Open Letter to the Class of 1944 of 
Columbia Seminary and all others 
who may need it: 

I had a sad letter One of 
OUR missionaries, whom we honor with 
pride as the member of OUR class 
on the foreign field, wrote these words, 
“fT never hear from any of the old gang. 
Three fellows have written in nearly a 
year.” 

It is sad. We pray for them and raise 
money for them but we are not inter- 
ested enough to write to our own class- 
mate. 

Maybe we just need to be reminded 
Please let this serve as a reminder to all 
who need it and there are many. 


yesterday. 


one 


OUTLOOK 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
1879. 


Va., under the act of March 3, 
East Franklin Street, 


Richmond 19, Virginia. 


missionaries want to hear from 


their friends. 


Our 


Fr. W. WIDMER. 


Oakland, Florida. 


A Must 


To the Editors: 
THE OUTLOOK is up to the min- 
ute and Dr. Thompson’s Sunday school 


lessons are a2 must when it comes to help. 
MARGARET M. (Mrs. Waylon) BLUE. 


Jonesboro, N. C. 


Shocked and Ashamed 


To the Editors: 

[ must confess I am _ shocked and 
ishamed of what [I have learned from 
reading THE OUTLOOK concerning race 


prejudice. I think Clyde Foushee (Jan. 
12), Mrs. Edgar Marsh (Jan. 27) and Dr. 
Junkin (Jan. 27) all have the right idea. 
[ don’t believe colored people want to 


mix with us socially. I have always liked 
and respected colored peopley and I want 
to see them get a square deal. Treat them 


fairly? Yes. Give them their rights? Yes, 
but |! cannot believe that means what 
some of you seem to think. Colored peo- 
ple should be helped and encouraged to 


the limit to become Christian and better 
educated, but give them churches and 
schools separately. Their ways are not 
our ways and if we accept them on an 
equal social level wouldn’t that mean 
racial intermarriages? (Read Thomas B. 
Hoover’s letter Feb. 3.) 


I love my church and I want to be loyal 


to it, but if it is coming to this, please 
excuse me. I must be going—. 


This all reminds me of listening to 
someone trying to play a beautiful musi- 
cal composition off key. Why can’t some- 
one strike the right chord? 

I have read articles written by cultured 
colored people and what they have to say 
with what I believe. Why 
ask some of them? 

MRS. W. G. BAILEY. 
Williamson, W. Va. 


corresponds 
don’t we 


Fingers—And Hand 


To the 

[ read with a great deal of interest 
the discussions in THE OUTLOOK on race 
relations. Only yesterday I sat in 
a large group of Presbyterian ministers 
and their wives and found a uumber of 
the ladies in particular disturbed by what 


Editors: 


the Rev. Thomas B. Hoover reported in 
the Feb. 3 issu@é as having taken place 
at the recent youth convention on mis- 


sions in Nashville when he said, “At the 
recent convention . . there were a num- 
ber of ministers and leaders of young 
people who boldly asserted, in discussion 
that the Christian approach to 
relations should include freedom of 
intermarriage between white and blacks, 
without stigma.” 

Well, you can’t blame the ladies for be- 
ing disturbed at a statement like that. If 
the statement is a correct report of what 
was then it seems to me it should 
be repudiated by the whole Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Men who hold that 
have no right to the position of 
any youth group. 

In this connection let me call your at- 
tention to a statement by Booker T. 
Washington which you will find in this 


xroups, 


race 


said, 


view 


leaders in 


re-entered as second class matter, June 15, 


Published weekly on Monday by 
Telephone 2-9492. 


Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 
10c a copy, $3.00 a year. 


month’s Readers’ Digest in a story of his 
life by O. K. Armstrong: “In all things 
that are purely social we can be as sepa- 


rate as the fingers, yet one as the hand 
in all things essential to mutual prog- 
ress.” There you have the expression of 


statesman, and in germ form, the so- 
lution, so far as it can be solved, of all 
our race problems. Add to this the spirit 
of Christianity and the iniquitous prac. 
tices like the Jim Crow law and the ex- 
clusion acts will disappear. 


While speaking of the Negro, I do hope 


our church will soon make plans to use 
our Negro university here in Charlotte— 
the Johnson C. Smith University, in its 


educational program for church leaders 
You have written of this more than once, 
Here is a great university: thoroughly 
orthodox and sensible in its approach, 
Presbyterian to the core, and manned by 
a remarkable staff of trained Negro teach- 
It has a theological department of 
distinction, and the university as a whole 
rates high in the educational world, as 
you know. They are willing for us to 
in with them; and it seems to me 
nothing short of down-right folly not to 
do so since we are in such dire need of 
training facilities for our colored people. 


ers. 


come 


If something is not done pretty svon 
by the Assembly I feel sure the Synod 
of North Carolina will take steps to that 


end. We have had an overture before 
the synod now for some time to do 
that very thing, and it is being held in 


abeyance action the 
As I see it, 


institution should become one of the 


waiting to see what 
General Assembly will take. 
this 


great educational centers for the Negro 
in the South. They are doing a class of 
work there that would take years for us 


to match in our own independent way 
after a great outlay of capital. 

Keep this matter before the church un- 
til something is done. 


J. M. WALKER. 


Charlotte, N. C. 


Worth Year’s Subscription 


To the Editors: 

. . . The article in the issue of Feb. 
10, “Mission Leaders Meet Chiangs and 
Marshall” and the “Call to Young Ameri- 
can Christians” by Shiu-ying Hu each are 
worth a whole year’s subscription. 


MR. and MRS. 
Memphis, 


ALFRED D. MASON. 
Tenn. 


Errata 
To the Editors: 


Those who have copies of the Minutes 
of General Assembly, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., 1946, are authorized and 
requested to make the following correc- 
tions: 

E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 

p. 226 Donald MasQueen: should be Mae 
Queen. 

p. 250 line 46: change Natchea to Natches 

p. 294 line 15: Flynn, V. Long; delete 
comma after Flynn. 

p. 296 line 14: change Dennison, Texas to 
Denison. 

p. 314 delete from Roanoke Presbytery 
following churches: Unity, Danube, 
Bethel, Center, Blue Ridge, Bouldin Me- 
morial, Claudville. These were received 
and reported by Montgomery Presby- 
tery. 

p. 320 line 86: Gordon F. Garlinto.; should 
be Garlington. 

p. 107 Metts, Louis B.: should be Lewis B. 


p. 397 change Greenless to Greenlees, 
after Robert. 
p. 393 change Denison to Deison. 


p. 388 change Boothe to Booth. 


1910, at the at Richmond, 
Room 307, 403 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 


postoffice 
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H-S President Asks 
Why Presbyterians 
Can’t Raise $500,000 


Says Tide Can Be Turned 
By Three Presbyteries 


Why can’t tue Southern Presbyterians 
do it for their oldest institution? This 
is the question troubling the mind of 
one Man on a certain college campus in 
Virginia. If Virginia Methodists raised 
$1,000,000 for Rendolph-Macon; if 
Richmond Baptists collected another 
million for the University of Richmond 
in a year’s time—then why can’t Vir- 
ginia Presbyterians raise half that 
amount in twice the time? 

This question puzzles the president of 
170-year-old Hampden-Sydney College. 

In a straightforward exhortation of 
his constituents, Edgar G. Gammon is 
calling on his synod to tell him why. 
Everything, as he sees it, is in order: 
The Synod of Virginia authorized a 
$500,000 campaign in September, 1945; 
the vote was “deliberate, unanimous and 
enthusiastic Christian education 
is valued today as never before 
needed as never before. Since 
1776 without interruption Hampden- 
Sydney has devoted itself to this cause. 
In proportion to its size and out of all 
proportion to its finances it has rendered 
a service to the church that remains un- 


challenged. It was never as strong as 
itis today . . . never had a greater op- 
portunity. . . .”’ So declaims Hampden- 


Sydney’s president, 
point a finger. 


Then he begins to 
Presbyteries, he says, 





have not come to taw. Look at the 
record: 
Accepted Given & 
Presbyteries Quotas Pledged 
Norfolk $100,000 $102,771 
West Hanover 25,000 26,655 
Roanoke 26,000 24,354 
East Hanover 150,000 81,748 
Lexington 60,000 27,808 
Montgomery 75,000 42,469 
Winchester 25,000 8,400 
Potomac 25,000 2,636 
Special Gifts 
Committee 53,646 
Student Campaign 1,548 
Other Gifts 4,425 
$486,000 $376,469 


Trouble is, says Dr. Gammon, three of 
the strongest presbyteries have fallen 
far behind—East Hanover is $68,251 
behind; Lexington lacks $32,191; and 
Montgomery, $32,530. These three, do- 





EDGAR G. GAMMON 


Hanging on an IF 





ing as well as Norfolk, would put the 
ball across, 

Now, this one-man investigating com- 
mittee asks, what’s the trouble? Why 
this lag? Well, for one thing, he says, 
“the effort thus far reveals with abso- 
lute clearness that where a pastor has 
assumed the active (he underscores the 
word) lead, the full quota has been 
reached. Where pastors have been in- 
different or even sympathetic, the re- 
sults have been limited or entirely fruit- 
less.”’ 

Then, in his appeal, this hard-pressed 
president waxes warm. Says he, ‘“‘The 
stake in this campaign is far more than 
$500,000 for Hampden-Sydney. The 
reputation of the synod is involved, in- 
deed the name of the Presbyterian 
Church. The point is, the Presbyterians 
are facing failure in the effort to raise 
the very modest sum of $500,000 for an 
irstitution that has meant more to the 
synod than any other in its entire his- 
tory. If the Methodists. If the 
Baptists. . .” and on he goes. 

The General Education Board of New 
York is offering to match these gifts on 
a basis of one to four. -Already $100,000 
has been claimed. On the same basis 
another $100,000 is held out for the 
future—if—IF. And on that “if” hangs 
Hampden-Sydney. 


5 4 Court Decision 
On N. J. Bus Issue 
Seen As Far-Reaching 


Baptist Groups Are First to 


‘‘Deplore’’ Supreme Bench Ruling 


It’s all right to use public funds to 
transport children not only to public 
schools but to schools of different re- 
ligious beliefs as well, according to a 
recent 5-4 decision by the U. §, Supreme 
Court. In this decision, upholding a 
New Jersey school board’s provision of 
funds for the bus fare of Roman Catho- 
lic pupils attending parochial schools, 
far-reaching issues have been involved. 

Majority opinion was delivered by 
Justice Black who reasoned: The pur- 
pose of the New Jersey law, even if it 
meant using funds to transport children 
to Catholic schools, is to promote educa- 
tion, and getting children educated is a 
public service. Such bus fare, then, is 
part of a social benefit program that 
would apply to people of any religious 
belief and is, therefore, all right, Such 
funds, he held, are not a direct contri- 
bution to the support of a church. 

Justice Rutledge, in a 47-page dissent, 
was joined by Justices Jackson, Frank- 
furter and Burton, He said the New 
Jersey law was a definite violation of 
the first amendment to the Constitution 
and threatened to open the way to public 
support of private religious schools. 
(Fifteen other states and the District of 
Columbia also have legislation authoriz- 
ing transportation of parochial or pri- 
vate school students, all of which pre- 
sumably are upheld by this decision.) 

In the opinion of Justice Rutledge the 
first amendment against ‘‘establishment 
of religion’? means it outlaws “‘all use of 
public funds for religious purposes” and 
“daily religious education (as given in 
a Catholic school) commingled with 
secular is ‘religion’ within the meaning 
of the first amendment.” 


Same As Helping the Church 


According to Justice Jackson, Catholic 
education is the rock upon which the 
Catholic Church rests. To help the 
church school, by transporting children 
to it, with public money is the same as 
helping the church itself. Therefore, he 
considered this in violation of the Con- 
stitution which forbids any state to help 
in “establishment of a religion.” 

First church group to sound-off fol- 








4 


lowing this momentous decision was the 
Baptist Joint Conference Committee on 
Public Relations, representing the three 
major Baptist conventions. This com- 
mittee unanimously ‘deplored’ the 
opinion of the court, spoke of it as 
“turning back the hands of the clock as 
far as religious liberty and the separa- 
tion of church and state are concerned,”’ 
and said, ‘‘we are resolved that the 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


struggle for religious liberty, in terms 
of the separation of church and state 
must be continued. Having lost a battle, 
we have not lost the war. . . We stand 
unalterably opposed to the use of public 
funds for the support of private and 
church schools now and at any time in 
the future.” 

Most of the church groups were yet to 
be heard from, 








ONE MILLIONTH COPY PRESENTED—Pastor Martin Niemoeller, noted Ger- 
man Christian leader (left) is presented the one millionth copy of the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament by Dean Luther A. Weigle at the open- 
ing session of the International Council of Religious Education in Grand Rapids 


“in recognition of the essential unity 


of Christians. throughout the world.” 


Niemoeller Gets Millionth Volume 


Dean Weigle Presents Revised 


New Testament at Opening of 


International Council Meeting 


Grand Rapids. (Special)—-In present- 
jing the one millionth copy of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the New 
Testament to Pastor Martin Niemoeller 
of Germany at the opening session here 
of the 25th annual meeting of the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 
Dean Luther A. Weigle, of the Yale Uni- 
versity Divinity School stated: 

“Pastor Niemoeller, the book which 
1 am to present to you on behalf of the 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation is the one millionth copy of the 
Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament in English, the first copies of 
which were published one year ago. 

“It is an authorized revision of the 
King James Version (1611), the English 
Revised Version (1881), and the Ameri- 
can Standard Version (1901). It has 
been prepared by a committee of 
scholars appointed by the International 
Council of Religious Education, acting 
on the behalf of the Protestant churches 


of this country. 

“This revision was necessary because 
the King James Version was based upon 
a faulty Greek text; because the re- 
visions of 1881 and 1901 were made 
prior to the discovery of the papyri 
which have contributed so much to our 
understanding of Hellenistic Greek, a 
contribution for which we owe much to 
that great German scholar of the gen- 
eration just gone, Adolf Deissmann; and 
because the meaning of many English 
words and phrases has changed greatly 
since the King James Version was made. 

“It was of the utmost importance, at 
the time of the Protestant Reformation, 
when the new invention of printing 
made it possible that the Holy Scrip- 
tures be made available to the common 
people in their mother tongue, trans- 
lated from the original Hebrew and 
Greek in terms that all could under- 
stand. It is no less important today, 
when the old translations are no longer 
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clear, that the Scriptures should again 
be translated in terms that the common 
people can understand. Men and women 
and children need the Word of God 
today and in the years ahead, as never 
before. If people everywhere, and in 
all conditions of life, can read and un- 
derstand, and will obey that Word, a 
new birth of freedom for all mankind is 
possible in our time. 


All One Under Christ 


“This book is the gift to you, I like 
to think, of the 35 million citizens of the 
United States who constitute the mem- 
bership of the Protestant churches as- 
sociated in the work of the International 
Council of Religious Education. We are 
of many heritages. There are here 
spiritual descendants of Huss, and 
Calvin and Zwingli, and Knox as well 
as Luther; descendants too of Menno 
Simons and George Fox, and Roger Wil- 
liams, John Wesley, Alexander Campbell 
and other prophets and reformers. Yet 
we are all part of the world-wide Chris- 
tian Church which is one because it owes 
allegiance to the one Lord and Savior 
of us all. That church transcends our 
differences of race, nation, color, and 
creed; and its unity will in the end pre- 
vail in the face of all such differences. 

‘We are mindful as we make this gift 
of the ringing protest of Martin Luther 
against the errors and abuses that had 
become entrenched in the Roman 
Cnurch, mindful of the classic clarity of 
his translations of the Bible into Ger- 
man, and mindful of how his work and 
example inspired and aided William 
Tyndale to undertake the first transla- 
tion into English from the original 
Hebrew and Greek. 


Acknowledges Debt 


“We recall, moreover, the great debt 
which Biblical students throughout the 
world owe to German scholars. We are 
glad to remember the many ties of 
Christian fellowship that have linked us 
with Germany in the past, and we look 
with hope to the renewal of this fellow- 
ship now and in the years to come. We 
wish to send through you a message of 
friendship to the German people. We 
give to you this one millionth copy of 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
New Testament in token of this friend- 
ship.” 


Churches Make Nation-Wide 
Relief Appeal During Lent 


New York. (RNS)—A nation-wide 
Lenten appeal for overseas relief was 
begun by major Protestant churches 
beginning Wednesday, February 19, it 
Was announced here by Leslie B. Moss, 
promotion director of Church World 
Service, interdenominational agency for 
overseas relief and reconstruction. 

Councils of churches, community 
churches, and theological seminaries 
throughout the country are cooperating 
in the appeal which is designed to aug- 
ment the present relief program. 
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When a Christian Is Tempted 


By WILLIAM A. ALEXANDER 


“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.”— 
Luke 22:31. 


OW HAVE YOU been getting along in your Christian 
life recently? Give an honest answer and it is likely 
that you will confess that the way has been beset 

with difficulties. Somewhere you have had an experience 
of spiritual exhiliration, sensing the nearness of God. Deep 
purposes for richer living were matched by your high hopes 
for their full realization. Then a temptation struck! 
Maybe you yielded to it; but whether you did or not you 
were distressed in discovering that the best things in your 
life cannot possibly triumph without a constantly recurring 
battle. You found that the Christian life isn’t easy and 
that your Christian faith does not bring you exemption from 
the attacks of Satan. Indeed, you may even have discov- 
ered in your own life the truth of the statement of that 
godly man who said concerning his years in fellowship with 
Christ and in his service: “It is possible for me in one 
single hour of temptation to blast my character, to ruin my 
public usefulness, and to render my warmest Christian 
friends ashamed of owning me.”’ So strong is the power of 
temptation even in the life of a Christian! 


Satan Wants Christians 


It has ever been thus. When Jesus finished the Passover 
meal with his disciples where he instituted what we call 
the Lord’s Supper, he gave his followers no promise that 
the glorious spiritual fellowship of that hour would con- 
tinue unbroken. Instead—and speaking directly to Peter 
—he assured them that temptations would come. “Satan 
hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.” 
This referred to the ancient and crude method of separating 
the good grain from the chaff. In the use that Jesus made 
of this figure the significant thing is that the wheat was 
in the power of the one who did the sifting. Satan wanted 
Peter. He wanted the other disciples too. He wants us. 
As there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents 
more than over ninety and nine just persons that need no 
repentance, so it would seem natural that the Evil One 
would fine more joy in a Christian’s falling into sin than in 
the iniquity of those rebellious ones who, never making any 
pretensions of religion, continue in their evil way. 

As Christians, anxious to maintain our spiritual touch 
with the Savior, we must also be vitally concerned about 
the living of a godly life. Naturally therefore we cannot 
be indifferent to the fact, the intensity, or the recurrence 
of the temptations which we meet along the way. But what 
are we to do about them? How can we overcome? Is 
there any help? 

Immediately we get many answers, all of them sug- 
gestive. There are certain techniques for tapping our in- 
her sources of strength. There are suggestions relative 
to our surroundings and associates, even to our physical 
health, which may have a bearing both upon the coming 
of temptation and our power to resist. There are invi- 
tations to prayer, to Bible reading, to other means of grace 
by which we may be kept closer to God. Still, try as hard 
as we may, it is possible that we find ourselves remaining 
in the clutches of our own weakness. Our frailty and fail- 
ure become our outcry of helplessness and despair. 

Look for a moment at the story from which our text 
is taken. There we discover the greatest help available 
for our day of need. It is greatest because it is from 
above. It is effective if we are serious enough in our de- 
Sire for mastery. Here is what we find. 


Temptations Are Real 


1. Jesus appreciates the reality of a Christian’s tempta- 
tions. He understands. In the letter to the Hebrews he 
is referred to as having been tempted in all points like 
as we. Consequently he is equipped, not only by the di- 
vine insight of his nature but also by his own experience, 
to sympathize with his followers in the stress of their lives. 
Dr. Schilder, great Danish theologian, expresses it thus: 
“Jesus Christ understood the profundities of hell.’’ 

It is not unusual for a minister to confer with some 
burdened heart which has been beaten down by temptation 
and is seeking the way of deliverance. Maybe it has been 
a sensuous life, maybe a weakness for drink—and then 
this: “It’s just something you can’t understand.” Well, 
whether or not the minister can understand, Christ can! 
“It behooved him to be made like unto his brethren. . 

In that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able 
to succor them that are tempted.”’ 

Through Alcoholics Anonymous some remarkable cures 
have been effected, some glorious triumphs achieved. There 
are many elements in the methods used, and many of them 
(such as one’s confession of helplessness) are basic to our 
Christian faith. Not the least among them is fellowship 
with an understanding heart, bringing strength through be- 
ing delivered from a sense of aloneness. 

Apply such a thought to our struggles with temptation. 
When we have that inner turbulence and stress which we 
recognize at once as Satan’s sifting process, let’s not for- 
get that Christ understands perfectly the experience 
through which we are passing. Each one may find it dis- 
tressingly personal and poignant, because it is MINE’ and 
not somebody else’s; but it isn’t something new. It is the 
common lot of man, and our Savior knows and understands 
even better than we. Like the general who knows what 
his soldiers are enduring because he too has been at the 
front, a target for the enemy’s blast, so Christ appreciates 
intimately all that occurs in our hearts and lives even 
when the inner battle wages most fiercely. Absolutely 
true to fact is the song whose refrain concludes: ‘‘Some- 
body knows, ’tis Jesus.”’ 


Help for Individuals 


2. Jesus deals with the individual in his temptations. 


Referring to our text and the words that follow, we find 
this suggested in the change from plural to singular. 
“Satan hath desired to have you’’—plural, every one of 
you. While Jesus was training this little group to be his 
representatives in taking the gospel to the world, Satan 
would seek to frustrate. He wanted them in his power. 
But Jesus added, ‘“‘I have prayed for thee’’—singular, mean- 
ing not that his prayer was limited to Peter but that he 
was praying for every individual of them. His concern 
went beyond the general to the particular, beyond the 
group to every one in the group. With Satan wanting 
them all, Jesus would single them out. He prayed for Pe- 
ter—and for John—and for Thomas. Every one was in his 
heart as an individual, and every one would be prayed for 
by name. 

Here is where we as Christians may find a second element 
of strength in the hour of temptation. Not only does 
Christ appreciate our situation but also he has every one 
of us as an individual in his heart. Every case is distitict, 
apart from all the others. 

We are told that the poet Cowper, being greatly despon- 
dent over his wretched health, decided to end it all by 
drowning. He hired a carriage and directéd the driver to 
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take him to a certain spot by the river. The driver, not 
well acquainted with that part of the city, became lost 
in the maze of streets and finally had to admit that he 
couldn’t find the place desired. So Cowper paid his fare, 
and remarked, “I think I understand.’’ Amazed by the 
turn of events, he returned to his home. With the light of 
God once more beaming in his soul he wrote the hymn 
with which we are so familiar: 


“God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.” 


At least Cowper interpreted the whole affair as God’s 
providential dealing with him as an individual. 

However markedly our experiences may differ from this, 
we can still know that God thinks of us and deals with 
us as individuals too. We must never interpret a day of 
spiritual darkness as God’s forgetting or forsaking us. 
Jesus, our intercessor, is praying before the Father that 
we may be strengthened. ‘Holy Father, keep through 
thine own name those whom thou hast given me.” Satan 
puts in his bid for all of us. Jesus takes us one by one, 
just as though each one were the only one, and says, “I 
am with YOU. I will not forsake YOU. I pray for YOU.” 
Glorious thought! 


Christians, Too, Are Sifted 


3. We see his method in thus dealing with the individual. 
Look what he said to Peter. Did he pray that temptation 
should be removed? A little later, addressing the Father 
in what we call his intercessory prayer, he said: “I pray 
not that thou shouldst take them out of the world (that 
is, remove them from temptation), but that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil.”” No, Jesus did not seek that 
his disciples should be spared from the sifting process, 
rather, he said, ‘‘ I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not.” 


A hint of this truth we find in the Lord’s Prayer. ‘Lead 
us not into temptation.”” How wonderful that would be—no 
temptation! But we know it can’t be. Jesus also knew 
it couldn’t be; hence he added a qualifying petition as 
though saying, ‘“‘since complete deliverance from tempta- 
tion is an impossibility in this life, then deliver us from 
evil—keep us from sin—help us not to yield when tempta- 
tions come.” ‘ 

Christians, even those who seemed to be the strongest, 


have been known to falter under the stress of life. A 
great sorrow, an unspeakable calamity, a tragic disappoint- 





EBRUARY’S preacher from The Outlook Pulpit is 
Willliam Addison Alexander, pastor of the First 
church, Shreveport, La. Dr. Alexander is a distin- 

guished son of a distinguished Presbyterian minister, 
his father having been William Addison Alexander, pas- 
tor, professor at Southwestern, and stated clerk of the 
General Assembly. The son, born in Clarksville, Tenn., 
attended Southwestern, later teaching and coaching at 
the Blue Ridge School before going on to Louisville 
Seminary. His pastorates have been at Brownsville, 
Tenn., 1920-23; Central church, Mobile, Ala., 23-7; 
Highland Park, Dallas, 27-32; South Highland, Bir- 
mingham, 1932-41; First church, Charlotte, N. C., 1941- 
44; and at the First church, Shreveport, La., since that 
time. Dr. Alexander has long been active in Assembly 
affairs, serving on many of the church’s committees, par- 
ticularly on the Foreign Missions Committee, and he was 
one of the original and long-time members of the As- 
sembly’s Social and Moral Welfare Committee. In all 
these duties he has rendered highly effective service. 
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ment, may have led to such dark despair that there has been 
with it a strong temptation actually to turn from God—“If 
he were a God of love, this thing would never have hap- 
pened.” Such an attitude assumes that our Savior’s love 
and care are manifested in letting us have just what we 
may want. But that isn’t the gospel. Christ never promised 
to make life easy, never lured to his way by suggesting that 
it would be free from disturbances. The perfect revela- 
tion of his love is at the cross, and manifests itself not 
only in that he died for us but also in the promise of his 
presence with us to gird when Satan would sift; in his 
praying the Father that our faith may be strong enough 
for the severest test. 

To those who do not know the Lord, all this may seem 
vague, ethereal, theoretical, just patter for the pulpit. But 
for the child of God it is something that can grip and hold. 
Satan wants you, a Christian, to turn from the Savior. 
Think of his delight if you, because of something that has 
occurred in your life, should turn from the church and 
righteousness and become embittered toward God. That’s 
all Satan wants. But Christ wants you too, wants to keep 
you true. And he prays the Father that your faith may 
not fail. However grievous the assault of the enemy, 
Christ is on your side. He doesn’t necessarily remove 
temptation; but when it comes he strengthens you and 
prays for you. 


The Mighty Prayers of Christ 


4. Note finally the effectiveness of Christ’s prayer in our 
behalf. It prevails. It is mightier than the power of 
Satan. 

This may not seem to be the case when we look at the 
scene just outside the trial hall of Pilate. Peter was among 
the crowd, warming himself before a fire. Singled out as 
one of the followers of Jesus he denied his Master. ‘‘No, 
not I. I’ve never seen this man before.” And cursing with 
an oath, he denied that he was even acquainted with Jesus. 
It looked as though Satan had won a victory. Peter was 
being sifted, and his faith had failed. 

But look at a later scene. It was after the resurrection 
of Jesus. His heart searched by the question thrice put, 
“Lovest thou me?” and melted by the disappointment and 
sorrow that poured from the Master’s eyes, Peter was 
brought back into the way. It is quite possible, as some- 
one has suggested, that Satan, thinking for a moment that 
he had Peter within his power, never had a disappointment 
more bitter than that which came years later as he saw this 
same man accepting a cross rather than foreswearing his 
faith in Christ and yielding his loyalty to him. 

However strong may be our temptations, Christ is 
stronger. However much Satan may want us, Christ wants 
us even more. If the plea of the Evil One is ‘“‘Let me 
have him,”’ there is another plea, and it is more powerful: 
“Father, keep him in the faith. Keep him true.” 

In the Battle of Crecy, Edward the Black Prince, then 
a youth still in his teens, was leading the charge. On 
higher ground to the rear his father, the King, with a 
strong company of soldiers in reserve, watched the progress 
of battle, and was ready to send relief when needed. In 
the sharpness of the conflict the young prince sensed his 
danger and sent to his father for aid. Reinforcements 
being delayed; he sent a second and more urgent message, 
calling for immediate assistance. The king’s reply to him 
was, “Go tell my son that I am not so inexperienced a com- 
mander as not to know when succor is wanted, nor so 
careless a father as not to send it.” 

Have you ever felt that you were being sifted as wheat? 
Well, here is something to remember: “There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 
Words of divine promise-~-God’s promise, which cannot be 
broken! : 





of 
are 


dis 
Chi 


me 
or 
cies 
of 
the 
the 
tem 
of | 
givi 
nov 
pas' 
thes 
ers 
But 
out 
tivit 
and 
T 
one 
on | 
he | 
the 
terie 
mor 
that 
The 
prog 
prin’ 
wee] 
Bi 
num 
chur 
even 
extré 
left 
some 
of tl 
ing < 
to m 
of a 
arou 
foun 
the 
we h 
build 
to hi 
our ¢ 
appe: 
On 
draw 
and | 
Pasto 
who 
if ec 
—— 
*A 
in th 
on bc 


1im 


at? 
no 


ted 
also 

it.” 
t be 








FEBRUARY 24, 1947 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 7 


Pity the Poor Pastor 


By JOHN LEGION* 


HEN ONE IS TROUBLED about the trend of affairs 

in his church, he must speak or be untrue to his 

calling, even if what he has to say may be critical 
of some of his friends and hurt the feelings of many who 
are zealous and faithful in the work they are doing. Al- 
ways zeal and faithfulness, when misdirected, have been 
disastrous to the health and prosperity of the Church of 
Christ, even as in the time of the Apostle Paul. 


Government and Church 


Following the close of the war, the trend in govern- 
mental circles has been in the direction of discontinuing, 
or at least of slowing down, the complicated overall agen- 
cies in Washington, which seemed necessary in a time 
of national crisis for regulating the life and conduct, and 
the business, of the American people. Strangely enough, 
the very opposite seems to be true in our church. The 
tempo of building at the top, which means the increase 
of Assembly’s committees, and the increase of personnel 
giving full time to the work of the committees, is greater 
now than at any time within the memory of any active 
pastor in the Presbyterian Church, US. These committees, 
these secretaries or directors, and these full time work- 
ers are doubtless busy doing many good and useful things. 
But the main object of all their work seems to be to map 
out programs from a central office and regulate the ac- 
tivities of the particular churches of our denomination, 
and their pastors. 

This statement may seem to be unfair. However, no 
one but a pastor knows how hard it has become to carry 
on his local work and even keep up with all the things 
he is being asked to do by some overhead committee of 
the Assembly. Pastors of churches in synods and presby- 
teries which have their own aggressive programs are even 
more burdened. The writer of Ecclesiastes complained 
that of the writing of many books there seemed no end. 
The Presbyterian pastor feels that of the making of many 
programs, the promotion of many campaigns, and the 
printing of many promotional quarterlies, monthlies, and 
weeklies there is now no end. 

Beside the promotional agencies of our own church, the 
number of such agencies which might be called ‘‘extra- 
church” has grown by leaps and bounds. If a pastor would 
even read all the literature sent him by the church and 
extra-church agencies, he would have precious little time 
left to read his Bible. Surely a halt needs to be called 
somewhere, or a change of strategy, especially since most 
of this literature and many of these programs are reach- 
ing a pitiably small number of church members. It seems 
to me that we are exceedingly busy stirring up the middle 
of a bowl of cake batter, while the far larger portions 
around the edges of the bowl are left untouched. The 
foundation of the work of our church as a whole rests upon 
the successful progress of the local church. Some way, 
we have come to believe that our success depends upon 
building up a larger and more efficient superstructure and 
to have forgotten the foundation to such an extent that 
our church—if a change of figure will be permitted—now 
appears to have the shape of an inverted pyramid. 

One of the most tragic evidences of this is the continual 
drawing of successful pastors from their fields of labor 
and placing them in an office where they are to tell other 
pastors what to do. Think for yourself of the pastors 
who have been so drafted during the past few years. And 
if ecclesiastical rumors are true there are still other 


ee 


*An obvious pseudonym for one of the leading ministers 
in the denomination, who himself for a long while has been 
on both ends of the line—giving and receiving. 


church-wide movements about to be promoted which will 
call other successful ministers from their pastorates to 
become promoters, or office workers. We, also, seem to 
have become obsessed with the importance of conferences 
and chrch gatherings of various kinds which call the pas- 
tors and members away from their own church work to 
hear what others are doing and what they ought to be 
doing. These come so frequently that the poor pastor 
hasn’t time to put into operation what he already knows 
ought to be done, to say nothing about what he learns 
at the meetings he attends. And church members, far 
too many of them, have been led to believe that attendance 


at conferences is more important than attendance at 
church. 


The Test Is On the Home Ground 


I know members—and so does every pastor—who “shine” 
at conferences, hold offices in presbyterial, synodical, and 
Assembly, and extra-church organizations but will assume 
no burden of leadership in the local church to which 
they belong. Brethren, these things just ought not so to 
be. 

Not for lack of courage—though I know that brick- 
bats would be hurled in my direction—but in order that 
this matter may be discussed on its merits, apart from per- 
sonalities, I am requesting the editor to print this without 
using my name. While I am on my feet—and I won’t be 
much longer if many more programs and campaigns are 
laid on my drooping shoulders—I want to propose a year 
in our church when every paid full time worker—lay and 
clerical alike—shall give his full time and service toward 
building up a hard-pressed, run-down, and discouraged 
church somewhere in the South. I beseech you, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, to realize that we have reached the 
saturation point in programs, campaigns, and overall move- 
ments directed from overhead offices. 

Cf. Editorial, page 8. 





BOOK NOTES 


SO YOU ARE THINKING! By S. C. Michelfelder. The 
Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 83 pages. $1.00. 


The author, a Lutheran minister, resigned his pastorate in 
Toledo, Ohio, last year to supervise the rehabilitation pro- 
gram of the Lutheran World Convention. Later he also 
became head of the material relief section of the World 
Council of Churches. He has specialized in counselling. 

This little book offers a fresh, Christian approach to mar- 
riage, child-bearing, church membership, stewardship, and 
the problem of divorce. Each chapter begins with the title 
of the book, “So You Are Thinking.”’ Then follows the sub- 
jects: “Of Getting Married,” ‘Of Having a Family,” “Of 
Joining a Church,” “Of Calling It Off,’’ and “Of Making 
a Will.’”” The book is strictly biblical and is really high- 
quality merchanidse. It is enjoyable to read, has good 
commonsense with no apologies, and contains much 
thought-provoking material. Here is a book that ought to 
circulate among the families of our Protestant churches. 
It will make a cherished gift to a friend, and a bargain 
(one dollar) for the donor! 


FRED P. TURNER. 
Bowling Green, Ky. ; 


CHRISTIANITY WHERE YOU LIVE. By Kenneth Under- 
wood. Friendship Press, New York. 182 pp., $1; paper, 60c. 
Down-to-earth practical Christianity. Discussion and pro- 
gTam helps are available. 
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EDITORIAL 





Pastors’ Problems 


John Legion’s article on page seven 
touches on an important subject in the 
church. Only pastors realize how pas- 
tors feel about it. It should be frankly 
faced and, in so far as possible, re- 
lieved. However, we wish that Mr. Le- 
gion had done two things in his arti- 
cle. (1) He should have specified just 
which campaigns, agencies, appeals, 
church programs and whatnot he would 
eliminate. After all, in the Presbyte- 
rian system, as it works out, each con- 
gregation (or pastor) is a law unto it- 
self (himself) and many, if not most, 
of the proposed emphases in the course 
of a year never get into the forefront 
of consciousness of church-goers unless 
the pastor wants them to do so. Most 
of these things eannot or do not appear 
in statistical tables, so only the Lord 
knows what is done about some of the 
more or less pressing calls of the day. 


(2) We wish Mr. Legion had also 
acknowledged whatever degree of help 
many of these agencies bring to the 
pastor, for, after all, this is what they 
are designed to do, and if they are not 
helping but rather laying on additional 
burdens, then it is time to raise a howl. 
But most of these, in our observation 
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and experience, perform a great service 
for most pastors. Consider, for exam- 
ple, what an individual pastor would 
have to do if he had no help from the 
outside in his congregational mission- 
ary education program. Suppose he 
had to supervise all planning, all the 
development of materials to be used, 
all promotion and advertising of the 
emphasis. It would be impossible. And 
surely one reason for the trend toward 
presbyteries executive secretaries and 
the increase in superintendents of home 
missions is that heavily-loaded pastors 
who had previously been charged with 
the responsibility just could not do 
what they thought was needed and 
continue to serve as pastors. 


Look at some of the recent agencies 
erected—radio, for example. How in 
the world could a local pastor, or all 
pastors working separately, do what our 
committee has been able to do? Or, 
take Christian Relations. The very 
heart of this committee’s work is to 
provide needed information and various 
helps for pastors which they cannot 
otherwise get for themselves. It will 
save them vast amounts of time and 
lost motion in doing what multitudes of 
them are seeking to do already with- 
out conspicuous success. We wish John 
Legion had acknowledged this debt 
which pastors feel for the help given 
them by the various agencies. 


All this fits very much into the dis- 
cussion of Frank H. Caldwell, in his ar- 
ticle carried here last week, and the 
overtures which are seeking an Assem- 
bly’s central advisory committee. Much 
of our organization is not woven tightly 
enough, it is not adequately integrated, 
and it will not be until we have some- 
thing like the Southern Baptist execu- 
tive committee at the center of the 
church’s organizational life. Without 
such a group it is little wonder that we 
multiply agencies; we shall keep on do- 
ing it, or else we shall not meet press- 
ing needs. 


In recent years we have erected half- 
a-dozen new committees or agencies. 
Most, if not all, should have been in- 
tegrated into already-existing church 
agencies. They will have to be so in- 
tegrated in the long run. The trouble 
is that we do not have this needed ad- 
visory committee constantly studying 
our structure and the pressing needs 
before us, and with the power to recom- 
mend what agency shall devote itself to 
what particular need. Consequently, 
our existing committees do not wish to 
appear to.be reaching out for new re- 
sponsibilities. Therefore, the need is not 
met, or a separate agency, without ade- 
quate correlation, is erected. 


We do not believe that such an ad- 
visory committee as is being recom- 
mended in various overtures will care 
for all of John Legion’s trouble, but it 
will certainly help with much of it, par- 
ticularly if we set up a committee that 
can look at the whole task objectively. 
There we shall face the test. 
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So Japanese Can Read— 
And Sing, Too 


Many of our people will respond to 
the appeal to provide a Christian litera- 
ture fund for Japan, as made by H. Gg. 
in the letter on page 2. There are gey- 
eral interesting possibilities in connec. 
tion with it. 

When the suggestion was first made 
we took up the matter with Church 
World Service with the result that one 
of its directors, Herbert C. Lytle, Jr., 
has written as follows: 


“| |. . A literature committee was 
established nearly two years ago to 
deal with the problems emerging in 
this area in Europe. When the war 
was over in Asia, and information con- 
cerning needs became available, this 
committee’s activities were enlarged to 
cover that field as well. . . . The needs 
in Japan and Korea as well as other 
parts of Asia and Europe for the fruits 
of the activity of this committee are 
still great. It will probably be one of 
the long-continuing needs of the 
churches. 

“Tf funds could be sent for the pur- 
pose of meeting these literature needs, 
they can come through your own de- 
nominational relief funds and thence to 
Church World Seryice (i. e., E. CO. Scott, 
Treasurer, War Relief Committee, 1120 
Liberty Bank Bldg., Dallas 1, Texas). 
If persons wish to send back numbers 
of periodicals, books, or pamphlets, they 
should write to me (37 E. 36th St., N. 
Y. 16) stating what they have and are 
willing to give. Then instructions can 
be given regarding the shipment of 
these gifts so that there will be as lit- 
tle confusion and overlapping as possi- 
ble.” 


In addition to this there is a highly 
interesting and attractive project called 
“Hymn Books for Japan” which will 
enlist the enthusiastic support of many 
individuals and congregations. In 
Japan, they tell us, hymn books are not 
kept in the churches. Each Christian 
has his own which he carries from his 
home for every service. Observers say, 
“Perhaps this is because hymns mean 
more to Japanese Christians than to us, 
there being nothing comparable in their 
native culture.” 

These people have also developed 2 
unique custom of getting friends to 
autograph their favorite hymns, 80 
when a Japanese Christian opens his 
hymn book, there is often an added sig- 
nificance as he is reminded of a beloved 
friend whose name is written across the 
hymn he is singing. 

Efforts are being made to replenish 
the supply of hymn books destroyed by 
war. The union hymnal used by all 
Christians is being printed in the U. S. 
and shipped to Japan. American Chris- 
tians are sponsoring this movement by 
contributing a dollar for each book and 
autographing a blank which will be in- 
serted in the hymn book giving the con- 
tributor’s name, address, church, and 
favorite hymn. Leaflets explaining the 
project are available from Church 
World Service, 37 E. 36th St., New 
York 16. -An effort like this has 4 
strong appeal which many of us will 
want to answer. 
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DON’T LOOK, GAUTAMA! 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Woe to those who make out darkness 
to be light! Isaiah 5:20, Moffatt. 


CCORDING to the legends, in 
the Prince Gautama’s realm four 
sights were forbidden. Yet on one 

fateful day the young Gautama saw 
them all. Up to that time he had lived 
ina happy world. All that birth, educa- 
tion, wealth and a loving family could do 
for a man had been done for him. Yet 
it was a dream-world. He did not know 
what life was like till these four sights 
were revealed to his eyes. As the story 
goes, in spite of his father’s decrees, the 
prince on a ride through his dominions 
set his eyes for the first time on a sick 
man, on a helpless aged man, on a 
corpse, and on a monk with a begging- 
bowl. He did not understand any of 
these things till one of the older atten- 
dants explained them to him. These, 
said his counselor, are the lot of man- 
kind. Disease, poverty, old age, death— 
if you have not seen them you have not 
seen what it is to be human. And the 
monk? That is Religion, which seeks to 
solve or to escape the riddle of existence. 
Young Gautama’s reaction to all this, 
and his meditations upon it, make the 
beginning of the story of Buddhism, one 
of the most widespread religions of the 
world. But a Christian also is entitled 
to his thoughts about the tale. 


tama’s. In our own America we 

banish, as far as may be, the sight 
of sickness, poverty, old age, death. A 
city street in ancient Palestine or in the 
middle ages was lined with cripples, men 
with running sores might lie at the very 
doorsteps of the rich. In our smart 
cities you will not see the sick. We keep 
them behind hospital doors. All we see 
on the streets are advertisements of the 
wonder-cures which will render us 
immune to all disease. 

Poverty we keep off our main avenues 
if we can, even the cheaper stores are to 
be found around the corner or across 
the tracks in obscure streets. We keep 
it out of our churches. The man with- 
out even one suit, who on Sundays 
changes to a clean pair of overalls, is not 
often to be found in our pews. We do 
not like the word ‘‘slum’”’ when applied 
to any part of our town. If some of our 
neighbors cannot afford plumbing, we 
cheer ourselves by the thought that such 
people would not use tubs if they had 
them. The man from Mars, reading the 
advertising in our ten-cent magazines, 
would not suspect that any of the pro- 
ducts set out for sale are beyond the 
means of most of the readers. 

As for old age, what with cosmetics, 
hair dyes, reducing belts, dentures and 
contact lenses, and calling the later 
years of life the ‘‘middle” years, we seek 
to deny the evidence of our birth-certifi- 


Ov: TIMES are much like Gau- 


cates and to forget that in ‘normal’ 
times in many jobs a man at forty is al- 
ready unemployable. 

When it comes to death, we come as 
near banning that as we possibly can. 
Even the word is taboo. People expire, 
they pass on, they leave us, they ‘‘go,’’ 
they succumb, they depart this life, they 
do anything but die an honest and out- 
right death. Most Americans are spared 
for many years, as Gautama Buddha 
was, the sight of a corpse. All they see 
at funerals is a closed and very hand- 
some (not to mention expensive) casket, 
or if they do peep inside, it is to see a 
triumph of the mortician’s art, a dead 
body refurbished to look more lifelike 
than it had looked for the past two 
months, To look on death as it is, un- 
less you are an undertaker, you have to 
be a doctor, a member of the homicide 
squad, or join the army. 


ELIGION, TOO, in our society is 
well concealed. Religion does face 
the ugly facts of life, indeed (like 

Buddha’s monk) it sometimes exagger- 
ates or even exacerbates them. But it 
is crowded out of sight wherever pos- 
sible. It is religion, not business, that 
keeps cities from disintegrating alto- 
gether; yet chamber of commerce bro- 
chures are not likely to mention religion 
except along with country clubs and 
banks. If residential suburbs are 
planned, churches are omitted because 
they are bad for traffic. It is only re- 
ligion that dares (and not even she in 
all her moods) to be honest about life. 
But society hushes religion all it can. 
Personal expressions of faith are looked 





Free Film Strip 


Excellent for use at Evening Serv- 


ices, Auxiliary Meetings, Young 


People’s Meetings. 


You may now secure free from our 
office a professionally produced, first- 
class 35 mm. film strip about our Prot- 
estant overseas program. It also shows 
many dramatic scenes from devastated 
Europe and Asia. There is an inter- 
esting accompanying script. Suitable 
to be presented in a minimum time of 
20 minutes. Write 


Special Representative, 
Presbyterian War Relief Committee, 
Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee. 


on as in rather bad taste. Ministers are 
welcome in luncheon clubs when they 
speak of civic spirit but not when they 
speak of the Holy Spirit. Religion is 
welcome to strew roses on the casket 
but not to warn men—“after that, the 
Judgment.” If religion sets the ancient 
Word in vital phrases for our times, she 
is rebuked by professors for spoiling the 
charm or archaic rhythms which conceal 
the biting edge of truth. If religion 
raises her voice, in echo of the prophets 
of old, about the welfare of human be- 
ings and how the arrangements of a 
money-centered society affect souls, re- 
ligion is warned to sing her hymns and 
to cease prophesying. Altogether, re- 
ligion is not welcome if she becomes 
conspicuous, 


perilous age, if we cannot like 

men face life’s dark side, if we 
refuse to look pain and poverty and old 
age and death in the face, if we will not 
listen to what religion has to say, we 
are living like Gautama in a fool’s para- 
dise. We shall never grow up in mind 
till we learn that life has its ugly side. 
We shall never grow up in spirit till we 
heed what religion has to say about the 
sickening aspects of this world. To call 
bitterness sweet, and darkness light, is 
not only foolish; it is fatal. 


Pe ones an we also, in our 









Have You Overlooked 


—the fact that the executor, 
named in your will may be 
taken ill? 


Who is going to look after 
your estate during the week, 
the month, or perhaps the year 


he is sick? 


Virginia Trust Company 
THE SAFE EXECUTOR 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 
GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education. 














THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June er July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 


own business. 

Apartments available fer married students. 
Registration Fee 95.00 
Bex B44, Maxten. N. C. 














PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 

Application for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 

For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President 


, Peace College, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 











QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 4, N. C. 


Queens trains young women for 
Christian usefulness in chosen voca- 
tions. 


Hunter B. Blakely, President 











“EDUCATION HAS ALWAYS YIELDED 
HER BEST FRUIT WHEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH RELIGION. TRAINED MIND RULES 
AMERICA.’’—Woodrow Wilson. 


Davidson College 


Davidson, North Carolina. 














1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NECESSITATES 
Generous Endowment of Chureh Institutions 
Teachers of Highest Ability and Character 
Chosen Youth From Christian Homes 


Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
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SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


Interpreting ‘‘religious faith and religious obligation in terms that 
young people will accept.’’ 


CHARLES E. DIEHL, President 











FEBRUARY 24, 1947 


CHURCH NEWS 





Mexican Missions 
Growing Rapidly 
Mexico News Letter 


Southern Presbyterian missionaries in 
Mexico held their annual meeting late in 
January at the home of Mr. and Mrs, 
Richmond McKinney in Coyocan, Fed- 
eral District. Here many encouraging 
reports of the work of the past year were 
heard and plans were made for the 
year ahead. The Mexican Presbyterian 
Church is growing by leaps and bounds, 
according to the reports of Presbyterian 
leaders. There are more than 70 
Mexican ministres and nearly 100 other 
Mexican workers engaged in the task. 


New Presbyteries Formed; New 
Synod and Assembly Anticipated 


Plans are being made for erecting 
new buildings and enlarging many 
others at the various mission points. 
Two new presbyteries have just beem 
formed and plans are now underway to 
form a new synod, and the General As- 
sembly, in the near future. This year 
marks the 75th anniversary of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Mexico and a 
Diamond Jubilee is scheduled for No- 
vember when it is hoped that many 
friends of the mission program ir 
Mexico will come from the church in the 
United States to join in the celebration. 


Gillespie Attends Meeting on 
Tour of Inspection of Needs 


A special guest of the recent meeting 
was Richard T. Gillespie, candidate sec- 
retary of the Nashville committee. Mr. 
Gillespie, during his visit, led the 
workers in a series of Bible studies in 
the Book of Acts. Following the meet- 
ing, which closed February 1, Mr. 
Gillespie began a tour of the Mexico 
field in order to gain some idea of the 
opportunities for missions in Mexico 
and, in line with his own responsibilty, 
to see at first-hand the need for mis- 
sionaries in a multitude of untouched 
fields, while he talks with native leaders 
and speaks in Mexican churches, 


Memorial Service for Mrs. Myers 
Is Led by Dr. J. O. Shelby 


On the last Sunday afternoon in Jan- 
uary a special service was held by the 
missionaries in memory of Mrs. Z. V. 
Myers, who died January 16, at Rich- 
mond, Va. James O. Shelby, a retired 
missionary living in Coyocan, led the 
service. 

HELEN PEMBERTON. 

Cuernavaca, Morelos, 
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SURVEY WEEK + FEBRUARY 16-23 
The Presbyterian Survey Is the Voice of the Church 


READ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE CHURCH 





The Presbyterian Survey is the official magazine 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
published by authority of the General Assembly. 
It brings you news from every branch of the 
Church’s work, plans for the dev elopment and pro- 
motion of that work, and much general news. 


$1.25 per year, single subscription. 
$1.00 per year, in clubs of 5 or more. 








In a very real sense the Survey is the voice of the 
Church. Its Editorial Board represents the different 
agencies of the Church. Its contents present every 
phase of the Church’s work and program, at home 
and abroad. Addressed to all members of the 
Church family, it speaks to and for the membership 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


(Published Monthly See the Secretary of Literature in 


your Auxiliary for club subscription. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


PRESBYTERIAN BUILDING 


RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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PERSONAL INSTRUCTION 
HIGH ACADEMIC STANDARDS 
THOROUGHLY CHRISTIAN 
ATMOSPHERE 


Austin College 


Member Southern Association of Schools 
and Colleges 
DR. W. B. GUERRANT, President 
Sherman, Texas 





Proposed Women’s Dormitory 











HOSPITALIZATION 


and Surgical Insurance 
Also Non-Cancellable Accident Policies for individuals, families and groups. 
Over 220,000 persons have bought Policies in this Company 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE SOCIETY 





of Virginia, Incorporated. Information 
Home Office Richmond, Virginia Write us for 





Our policies are usable and good in all licensed hospitals throughout the world. 
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Waar better time than now to pledge yourself to the 


ag sg of sincere daily devotions? What better way to 
o this than with The Upper Room! 


Let this Easter Season start you, and those dear to you, 
on a new spiritual up-lift through the daily use of The 
Upper Room, the world’s most widely read book of daily 
devotions. The cost is nothing when 
measured against the blessings you 
will receive. 


And — to give greater spiritual signi- 
ficance to — Easter Greetings, send 
copies of The Upper Room! We will 
supply you with beautiful Easter en- 
closure cards free and furnish special 
mailing envelopes with Easter designs 
at nominal cost. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


The Upper Room, Nashville 4, Tennessee. 

PI TI csesinctncarcececostonbihacesncenacr: for which please send: 

copies of The Upper Room, April-May-June issue. 
(5c each in quantities of 10 or more to one address.) 
Easter Greeting cards to include with above (free). 
Special Easter envelopes for remailing The Upper 
Room. (lc each, minimum order 10c). 


yearly subscriptions to The Upper Room (30 cents, 
four years $1.00. Attach list of names and addresses 
and state if you wish gift card mailed.) 


leather cover cases for The Upper Room (75 cents 


each. Name lettered im gold, 25 cents additional. 
Print names on separate bm § 
























Signed 
Address 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Sprunt Lectures Week Schedule 
Shows 13 Addresses by 3 Speakers 

Sprunt Lectures Week at Union Semi- 
nary in Richmond, Va., February 23-28, 
features President J. Harry Cotton, of 
McCormick Seminary, Chicago, on “The 
Christian Knowledge of God”; Dean 
Felix B. Gear of Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., on “An Empirical Phi- 
losopher Wrestles With Religious Ques- 
tions’: and President-elect Joseph R. 
Sizoo of New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary on ‘‘The Ministry Unashamed 
and Unafraid.”’ 

Daily schedule for these lectures is as 
follows: 





Sunday, Feb. 23, ‘‘The Dilemma of 
Faith,’ Dr. Cotton, 8 P. M. 

Monday, ‘‘Degrees of Knowledge,” Dr. 
Cotton, 8 P. M. : 

Tuesday, ‘‘The Appeal to Experience,” 
Dr. Cotton, 10 A. M.; ‘‘Does Man Have 
a Soul,” Dr. Gear, 11 A. M.; ‘‘How Do 
We Arrive at Truth?” Dr. Gear, 8 P. M- 

Wednesday, ‘‘Revelation and Faith,” 
Dr. Cotton, 10 A. M.; ‘‘How Does Mam 
Believe?”’ Dr. Gear, 11 A. M.; “The 
Minister and His Age,’”’ Dr. Sizoo, § 
P. M. 

Thursday, ‘‘Revelation and Reason,” 
Dr. Cotton, 10 A. M.; ‘‘What Is the Na- 
ture of Reality?” Dr. Gear, 11 A. M.; 
Alumni Luncheon; ‘‘The Minister and 
His Message,”’ Dr. Sizoo, 8 P. M. 

Friday, ‘‘Faith and the Secular Mind,” 
Dr. Cotton, 10 A. M.; “The Minister and 
Himself,” Dr. Sizoo, 11 A. M. 

Mary Baldwin’s Dormitory 
Fund Reaches $65,000 

Now seeking $150,000 for a new 
dormitory project, Mary Baldwin Col- 
lege reports $65,000 in hand. Alumnae 
from counties near Staunton launched 
the campaign last October with a 
founders’ day gift of $10,000. Since 
then efforts have been extended among 
alumnae and friends throughout the 
church. Several $5,000 gifts and some 
$3,000 contributions and smaller 
amounts from individuals and groups 
have been recorded from Texas, West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey as 
well as from Virginia. 


Want to Go to School 
In a China Mission College? 

Ex-service men and women, interested 
in pursuing college studies in China 
under the educational provisions of the 
GI Bill of Rights may now attend twelve 
of the mission supported Christian Col- 
leges in China, according to information 
received through the Associated Boards 
for Christian Colleges in China, Among 
the twelve recently approved by the 
Veterans Administration are four to- 
ward whose support Presbyterians con- 
tribute: Yenching, Nanking, and Chee- 
loo Universities, and Ginling College. 





ONE PER CENT INCREASE 
Edinburgh, Scotland (RNS, by Wire- 
less).—Scotland had 658,488 Roman 
Catholics at the end of 1946, an in- 
crease of 6,614 over the previous year, 
according to the Scottish Catholic D!- 
rectory, just published. 
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Jesus Sums Up His Claims 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 2 


John 12:12-50 


Scripture Quotations from the Revised 
Standard Version, 

John ends the prologue of his Gospel 
with these significant words: ‘‘No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only be- 
gotten Son who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.” To 
establish this point, he emphasizes the 
fact, first, that Jesus is the Son of God 
(chapter one on); second, that Jesus 
brings to men Life (chapter three on); 
third, that Jesus brings to men Light 
(chapter eight on), and, finally, that 
Jesus is perfect Love (chapter ten on). 

In chapter twelve we have Jesus’ last 
public appeal. It comes at the Passover 
season, when Jerusalem is crowded with 
yisitors from Judea, Galilee and all 
parts of the Roman Empire. On Sun- 
day, the first day of the week, Jesus 
entered the city, acclaimed by the 
Galilean pilgrims as the promised King. 
John tells us, as the other Gospels do 
not, that pilgrims flocked from the city 
to meet him with Messianic greetings on 
their lips Jesus did not silence them, but 
found a young ass and sat upon it, that 
he might fulfill the prophecy of 
Zechariah, as it is written, ‘‘Fear not, 
daughter of Zion, behold thy king is 
coming, sitting on an ass’s colt.’”’ The 
prophecy continues: ‘“‘He is just and 
having salvation. And I will cut off the 
chariot (equivalent to our tank) from 
Ephraim and the horse (nearest equiva- 
lent to our airplane), and the battle bow 
shall be cut off, and he shall speak 
peace unto the nations.”’ Jesus accepted 
the Messianic title, but sought to make 
it clear that he came not as the warrior 
king, as generally expected, but as the 
Prince of Peace, who would make wars 
to end. 

The Synoptic Gospels proceed to de- 
scribe the cleansing of the Temple and 
Jesus’ encounter with the rulers (Mon- 
day and Tuesday). John says nothing 
of these events, but mentions one inci- 
dent recorded by no other writer, but 
distinctly in accordance with the pur- 
pose of his Gospel. This incident, the 
coming of Greeks desiring to see Jesus, 
followed by Jesus’ last public discourse, 
took place probably on Wednesday. It 
suggests that though Jesus’ message was 
hot received by the nation as a whole 
(cf, 12:368-40), it should yet bear its 
fruit among the Gentiles, 


I. Greeks Desire to See Jesus 
12:20-22. 


The fact that these Greeks were 
among those who ‘‘went up to worship 
at the feast’ indicates that they were 


proselytes to the Jewish faith. They 
may have come from the numerous Gen- 
tile centers in Galilee, or from the Gen- 
tile region across the Sea of Galilee 
(called Decapolis), or from some more 
distant land. Evidently they had be- 
come dissatisfied with the all too human 
gods and goddesses of Greek mythology 
and, notwithstanding the fact that 
Greeks generally regarded all other peo- 
ple as barbarians, had turned to the 
Jews for some more satisfactory knowl- 
edge of God. And now they come to 
Philip, saying, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.’’ 

Just why they wanted to see Jesus 
we are not told, but there are numerous 
conjectures. MacLaren, for example, 
suggests that ‘‘the desire of a few 
Greeks to see him was probably only a 
reflection of the popular enthusiasm, 
and was prompted mainly by curiosity 
and the characteristic Greek eagerness 
to see any ‘new thing.’ Others suggest 
that they may have thought of offering 
him an asylum, where he might find 
shelter from the hostility of his own 
people. It seems more probable, how- 
ever, that they had heard about Jesus, 
probably seen him, and now wished an 
interview to ascertain for themselves 
what he had to say about God. As 
Marcus Dods has said, ‘‘They wished to 
question and make him out, to see for 
themselves whether there were in Jesus 
what even in Judaism they felt to be 
lacking, whether he at last might not 
satisfy the longings of their divinely 
awakened spirits.” 

Their petition was addressed to 
Philip, either as a matter of chance, or 
because he had a Greek name, and there- 
fore, presumably belonged to a family 
in which Greek was spoken, or because, 
as John points out, he was of Bethsaida 
in Galilee, and had come into contact 
with these Greeks, perhaps in the neigh- 
boring Decapolis on the other side of 
the lake. 

Philip’s consultation of his fellow- 
townsman, Andrew, who is associated 
with him in other places, probably im- 
plies hesitation in granting the request. 
For practical reasons, and because of the 
brevity of the time, Jesus had confined 
his ministry to the Chosen People; on 
their first preaching mission the dis- 
ciples had been charged not to enter into 
any Gentile city; and they might nat- 
urally suppose that Jesus would be re- 
luctant to be interviewed by Greeks, 
especially at such a very busy season, 
After deliberation, however, the two 
made bold, if not to urge the request at 
least to inform Jesus that non-Jews, peo- 
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ple from the outside world, were seek- 
ing an interview, 


II. Jesus Predicts His Glorification, 
12:23-33 

We do not know whether the inter- 
view was granted or not; it is natural 
to suppose however, that the words 
which follow were addressed not only to 
the two disciples, but also to the Greeks 
who accompanied them and to the crowd 
which quickly gathered aboat them. 
The moment the disciples’ request was 
reported to Jesus it produced upon him 
an extraordinary effect. Hardly any 
other incident in his whole ministry 
affected him so profoundly. 

1. The End, vs. 22. “The hour has 
come,” said Jesus, “for the Son of Man 
to be glorified.” What bearing has this 
on the request of the Greeks and what 
is the explanation of this strange an- 
swer? Snowden suggests: 


“These Greeks were representative 
and suggestive. To the common mind 
they would have been only a few strange 
looking foreigners, but to the prophetic 
imagination of Jesus they were radiant 
with significance and opened a wonder- 
ful vision of glory. These Greeks were 
Gentiles, pagans from the great world 
outside of the Chosen People. They rep- 
resented the pagan world at its best, its 
most brilliant and cultured race. What 
were these Greeks to the eye of Jesus, 
but the forerunners of a great multitude 
that was to come to Christ out of that 
world from the east and from the west 
and from the north and from the south, 
the first fruits of a vast harvest that was 
to be gathered in every clime? i 
Jesus refoiced in these inquiring Greeks, 
because he saw that they were the bud- 
ding of that prophecy that pledged him 
the heathen for his inheritance and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his pos- 
session.”’ 

“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” That is 
the desire of a multitude of men; the 
vague, unconfessed unconscious desire 
of a multitude of others who have not 
learned to put their longings into words. 
“The hour has come,” said Jesus, ‘‘for 
the Son of Man to be glorified.” His 
glorification consists in his acknowledge- 
ment by men, in his enthronement as 
Lord in the hearts of men. 

But Jesus no sooner thinks of the end 
to be achieved, than he turns in imagi- 
nation to the way to the end, to the way 
which is even now opening before him, 
to the thought of the painful means by 
which alone he could be glorified. 

2. The Way, 12:24. “I tell you, un- 
less a grain of wheat falls on the ground 
and dies, it remains just one grain. But 
if it dies, it yields a great harvest’ 
(Goodspeed). The seed must die, if a 
harvest is to spring from it; so Jesus 
must die if he were to reap a harvest of 
souls. There are four ways of dealing 
with a kernel of wheat, someone has 
said. It may be thrown away, con- 
sumed, stored, or planted. Similarly 
there are four ways in which one can 
deal with his life: Self-destruction, 
self-gratification, self-reservation, or 
self-denial. From the bearing of this 
thought on his own life, Jesus turns to 
its wider implications. 
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Ill, Jesus Explains 

1. Its Universal Significance, 12:25a. 
The same general law applies to our life, 
to every life. No true human life can 
escape the principles of sacrifice. ‘He 
who loves his life loses it, and he who 
hates his life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life.’”” To hate one’s life, as 
Jesus uses the expression, means to give 
it up gladly in the service of others. 
Dods paraphrases: ‘‘He that prizes his 
life, that he cannot let it out of his own 
hand, or give it up to good ends, checks 
its growth and it withers and dies; 
whereas, he who treats his life as if he 
hated it, giving it up freely to the needs 
of other men, shall keep it to life 
eternal.” Or, in other words, he that 
lives only for this life shall live only in 
this life. Jesus passes from the sig- 
nificance of this thought to men gen- 
erally, to its particular significance for 
his disciples. 

2. Its Significance for the Disciples, 
12:26. “If any one serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I am, there shall 
my servant be also; if any one serves 
me, the Father will honor him.” In its 
context this statement can only mean 
that no one can serve Christ unless he 
is willing, if need be to follow him to 
the cross, that is, to give his life, if there 
be necessity for the sake of Christ. In 
thinking of the meaning of the cross, 
we commonly ignore this command, But 
the Synoptic Gospels make it plain that 
this was the first lesson on the cross. 
“If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross 
(be willing to go to his death) and fol- 
low me” (Mt. 16:24). The following of 
Jesus, even to the cross, if it is neces- 
sary, is required, ‘“‘that where I am, as 
my eternal state, there shall also my 
servant be.’”’ Just as the cross leads to 
Jesus’ glorification, so the willingness 
to face the cross or death for Jesus’ 
sake, leads to our exaltation with Christ. 

3. Its Significance for Jesus, 12:27- 
29. It is not easy for us to face the 
cross. Neither was it easy for Jesus. 
He would gladly have followed some 
other way if it had been opened to him. 
As Plummer points out, John does not 
describe Jesus’ agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, but “gives us here an in- 
sight into a less well known truth, which 
is still often forgotten, that the agony 
was not confined to Gethsemane, but was 
part of Christ’s whole life.” It is the 
prospect of the cross as the path of glory 
which prompts him to exclaim: “Now 
is my soul troubled. And what shall I 
say?” This clause seems to indicate 
that the next one should be interroga- 
tive as well, as in the R. S. V. “And 
what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 
this hour’? No, for this purpose I have 
come to this hour.”’ That is, if he should 
now pray to be delivered from death, 
this would be to stultify all he had up 
to this time been doing; for, without his 
death, his life would be fruitless. He 
would still be a seed préserved and not 
sown, He does not, therefore, actually 
pray to the Father to save him from this 
hour, as indicated by the King James 
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and the R. Vy. Instead, as translated by 
the R. S. V., he raises the question only 
to reject it, and prays instead, ‘‘Father, 
glorify thy name.” In other words, 
“Complete that manifestation of Thy 
holiness and love which through me 
Thou art making; complete it, even at 
the cost of My agony.’’ 

In answer to Jesus’ prayer there came 
a voice out of heaven saying, ‘“‘I have 
glorified it and I will glorify it again.” 
God had glorified his name in Jesus’ 
earthly ministry; he would glorify it 
again in his death and resurrection and 
in their results. The voice was under- 
stood only by Jesus, The crowd gen- 
erally heard only the roll of thunder. 
Others said, ‘‘An angel has spoken to 
him.” Jesus answered, ‘“‘This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine.” It 
was Of immense importance that the 
disciples and the people generally should 
come to understand that the sudden 
transition from the throne offered him 
by the triumphal acclamation of the pre- 
vious day to the cross was not a defeat, 
but the way, the only way to ultimate 
gain for all mankind. 


Above the noise of selfish strife, 
We hear thy voice, O Son of man. 


M. K. W. Heicher reminds us that the 
office of Frank Mason North, the writer 
of these lines was at 150 5th Avenue, 
New York City. Its windows looked 
down at noonday upon that surging 
crowd of men and women from the fac- 
tory lofts of that neighborhood. ‘The 
cries of race and clan,’ ‘the noise of 
selfish strife,’ rose to those windows. 
There Dr. North stood to look and to 
listen, and there he saw the sweet com- 
passion of His face and heard His voice 
above the surge of sound, (‘*‘Medita- 
tions for Days and Seasons,’’ published 
by Harpers.) 

Can we hear the voice of the Son of 
Man above the cries of race and clan, 
above the noise of selfish strife of our 
postwar world? Some said that it 
thundered. Others that an angel had 
spoken to him. He answered, ‘‘This 
voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine.’’ Our only hope in a world like 
this is to listen to that voice, to follow 
where it leads in the service of men, 


Till sons of men shall learn Thy love, 
And follow where Thy feet have trod; 
Till glorious from Thy heaven above 
Shall come the City of our God. 


4. Its 


12:31-32. 


Significance for the World, 


(1) Judgment. The cross was not so 
much a judgment of Christ as it was a 
judgment of the world. it was to be a 
judgment of the world, in that it reveals 
the moral character of the world, not 
merely the moral character of the men 
of that day, but the moral character of 
the men of every day. Jesus ®xplains 
this point more fully in vss. 44-50. A 
person who believes in him believes in 
God; it is the divine in Christ to which 
his heart responds, and to which his 
will submits. A person who hears his 
sayings and does them not is self-con- 
demned. The cross was the world’s 
judgment, not only .because it revealed 
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the world’s sin, but also because it re- 
vealed the tragic consequences of man’s 
sin. It was the world’s judgment, 
finally, because it marked the downfal] 
of Satan, who is the ruler of this world, 
as it is opposed to God. Satan will be 
cast out by the gradual conversion of 
sinners, a process which began on Cal- 
vary and will continue till the last day. 
This leads us to note that the cross 
signifies not only judgment but also 

(2) Salvation. “And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men to myself.” The “I’’ here is em- 
phatic in contrast with the ruler of this 
world. He will be cast down. Christ 
will be lifted up. The reign of Satan 
has ended. The reign of Christ will 
begin. Two things are suggested by 
this verse: first, the object Jesus had in 
view, to draw all men to himself; 
second, the condition of its attainment. 

First, the goal of salvation, to “draw 
all men to myself’. Wilbur Smith says: 
“In the Greek New Testament are two 
words that may be translated ‘draw’; 
one implies violence (Acts 14:19; 
17:6); the other does not; it is the 
latter which is used here, and in 6:44. 
It is the one great magnet, pulling with 
all the power that love can pull with, 
drawing broken, defeated, sin-bound, 
ruined men, to bestow upon them a new 
hope, a liberty dreamed of, a cleansing 
from every stain, a new life, which 
Christ gives to all who believe in him.” 
(Peloubet’s Notes). Christ draws men 
to himself with the cords of love, but he 
does not compel them to come. He 
draws ‘‘all men.’’ There are some who 
think that these words indicate that 
ultimately all men will be saved. Most 
theologians would agree that Jesus does 
not mean all men universally, but all 
kinds of men, all men without distinc- 
tion. 

Second, the condition of salvation. 
“I, if I be lifted up.” Jesus foresaw 
that his death would accomplish what 
his life could not accomplish. As Dods 
says: ‘‘The words betray a distinct con- 
sciousness that there was in his death 
a more potent spell, a more certain and 
real influence for good among men, than 
in his teaching, or in his miracles, or 
in his purity of life.”” Jesus attracts 
men to himself—through the cross. He 
was to be lifted up, not by testimony nor 
by imitating his life, but in his death. 
“He said this to show by what death he 
was to die.’”’ The cross is still the su- 
preme moral magnet of the world. We 
can conquer Satan only as we preach 
and teach ‘‘Jesus and him crucified.” 





THE LAYMAN’S VIEW 
By J. Wilson McCutchan 





Sitting across the tea table from me 
was a brilliant German doctor who had 
been forced to leave his native land by 
the Hitler regime. He was on his way 
to the United States to join the cancer 
research division of a great foundation. 

My one-year old baby daughter was 
balancing on my knee and biting on a 
spoon. It slipped from her hand and 
fell to the floor. Quickly the German 
specialist picked it up and handed it 
back to her. He saw the puzzled look 
on my face and said, “Oh, you fear 
germs perhaps. Yes?’’ 

I admitted that I thought a clean 
spoon would be preferable. ‘You lay- 
men worry too much,” he said. “Me, 
I never worry about such things. My 
laboratory table is always crawling with 
deadly forms of microscopic life. If I 
let myself worry about them I’d never 
get anything done. Parents who worry 
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all the time about their children’s health 
must expect the children to be sick. It 
is inevitable. The child senses that 
something is wrong. It doesn’t under- 
stand; its concern leads to an _ upset 
digestion, and soon its resistance is 
weakened, The child gets sick, the very 
result the parents have sought to avoid.” 

| know that he was exaggerating his 
point for the sake of the argument; but 
over-concern sometimes results in stark 
tragedy, and over-zeal easily leads one 
to nervous errors and mistakes. Inordi- 
nate love of life may cause its loss. For- 
getfulness of self and busy absorption in 
the task at hand are the best guarantees 
of physical and spiritual health. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








CHAPLAINS 
here) 
Paul W. 
active 


(not previously reported 


Reigner, recently released 
duty, will begin a year’s 
graduate study at Princeton Seminary 
in March. 

C. Rodney Sunday is now at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, 3210 Oakmont St., 
Austin. 


from 


Recently Accepting Work— 

Gower Crosswell, Jr., Marshville, N. 
C., church. 

Graham Gilmer, Jr., 8716 S. W. 56th 
Ave., Portland 1, Ore. 

W. Ivan Hoy, Presbyterian Junior 
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College, Maxton, N. C. 

R. W. Jablonowski, Seguin, Texas. 

James L. Price, Jr., director of Chris- 
tian work, Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity, Lexington, Va. 

Archie C. Ray, 104 S. Magnolia St., 
Hammond, La., after April 1. 

James H. Skelton, Jr., Foreign Mis- 
sions Committee, Brazil. 

Conway T. Wharton, 
ches, La. 


Jr., Natchito- 


OUTSTANDING CITIZEN 

S. Wilkes Dendy, pastor of the First 
church, Dalton, Ga., was named Dalton’s 
“outstanding citizen’’ of the past year 
by the local newspapers. Mr. Dendy 
was selected, it was said, because of 
his active work in all the civic, church 
and youth work of the city. 
the work 


He directs 
of three chapels, in all of 
which Boy Scout troops have been or- 


ganized. He has been awarded the 
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Silver Beaver for his Scout leadersmy. 
He is judge of the juvenile court and 
president of the ministerial association. 





Mitchell College 


STATESVILLE, N. C. 


A Presbyterian Junior College. Accred- 
ited. Terminal and transfer courses, Lib- 
eral arts. Music, commercial and fine art. 
One and _ two-year _ secretarial. Small 
classes. Individualized attention. Home- 
like atmosphere. Residence for girls. 
3oard and tuition. $391-$401. Scholarships 
available. Catalog P. 

FRANCES STRIBLING, PRES. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 


special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 


quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 























RACISM: A WORLD ISSUE 
Edmund D. Soper 


Albert C. Knudson 








THE WAY 


E. Stanley Jones 


Here is the way for everything, 
everywhere and in every circum- 
Stance, presented in a simple, 
beautiful, prayerful manner. It 
leads on and up, slowly, firmly, 
until the reader emerges into the 
knowledge of total Christian life. 
It is fine reading both from a liter- 
ary and spiritual point of view. $1 


Against a clear historical background this book presents 
the issues at stake in the world, and the reasons for racial 
prejudice. It shows how racism has affected, and is still af- 
fecting, the economic, religious, and political phases of 
life today. Several years of group research and study form 
the background for this clear and cogent presentation. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF WAR AND PEACE 


Dr. Knudson deals with man’s rationalization for war, its 
causes, and the now systematic modern struggle for world 
peace. He traces peace movements through the ages, and 
analyzes today’s peace plans in the light of future security. 
This is a basic and thorough guide to a problem about 
which concern has become deep and widespread. $2 


Roy L. Smith 


$2.50 


James Reid 


He 7 ald Booksellers 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


PREACH THE WORD 


With vivid portraits of prophets, 
scholars, apostles, and revealing 
sketches of their historical back- 
grounds the author brings to the 
present day preacher the knowl- 
edge of the Word that must be 
preached. From the lives of such 
great men of the past, the minister 
will find renewed inspiration. Dr. 
Smith is a skilled story-teller and 
a noted preacher. Ready April 28. 


LIVING MEMORIALS 
J. Randolph Sasnett 


Here is a constructive memorial policy adaptable to the 
small or large church, to the limited or liberal income. 
The program may fittingly be accorded the living as well 
as the dead. It shows pastors how to channel the deep 
human desire to give permanence to precious associations. 


WHERE THE NEW WORLD BEGINS 


The author is one of the home-front heroes of the last war, 
having been bombed out of his parish on the channel coast 
of England. Here he proclaims the ideals, the motives, and 
the desires that are essential to both personal and world 
renewal. It is truly a guide to inspirational living. $2 


PREACH 
ign): | 3 


WORD. 





$1 


$2.50 
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He organized the Rotary Club and is a 
member of the Civilian Club, and last 
year was elected moderator of his 
synod. 


ORDAINED ELDER 

Cook Freeman, candidate for the 
ministry under the care of Florida Pres- 
bytery and a member of the Wallace 
Memorial church, Panama City, was or- 
dained to the office of ruling elder dur- 
ing the Christmas holidays. Mr. Free- 
man is a student at Columbia Seminary. 


LEADS SERVICES 

W. Ted Smith, of the Wilmore church, 
Charlotte, N. C., has been chosen to 
lead the Religious Emphasis Week serv- 
ices at Presbyterian Junior College this 
month. 


IN EVANGELISTIC SERVICE 
Alexander M. Warren, who grew up in 
the Presbyterian Church, US, but most 
of whose pastoral service has been in 
the “Northern” church, recently at the 
Webb Horton Memorial church, Middle- 
town, N. Y., has resigned his pastorate 
effective March 1 in order that he may 
go into full time evangelistic work. Mr. 
Warren served effectively for several 
years as an evangelism secretary of the 
church’s Board of National Missions. 


CHANGES 


Clyde H. DuBose from Princeton, N. 
J., to Titusville, N. J. 

R. P. Melton from Bristol, Tenn., to 
Marlinton, W. Va. 

F. M. Allen from Clarksville, Va., to 
8212 Chamberlayne Ave., Richmond 12, 
Va 

David MacNab Morrison from Lowell, 
N. C., to Box 93, Bound Brook, N. J. 
Mr. Morrison will study at Princeton 
Seminary during the coming year. 

Alexander Gray from Gainesville, 
Texas, to 911 Cain St., Quanah, Texas. 
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Ui ‘s pointments + Altar Brass Goods 
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TRI-STATE REST HOME 


(Near Port Jervis, New York) 
Restful Christian surroundings @ Open 
all year @ Beautifully situated @ 35 
acres high and dry @ On the scenic 
Delaware River @ An ideal vacation 
summer or winter @ Wonderful meals 
@ Permanent guests accepted @ Special 
attention to the elderly and convales- 
cents @ Nurse in attendance @ Reason- 
able rates @ Send for free illustrated 
folder. 

Irvington 11 New Jersey 


Elmo L. Bateman, Director 
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Part of What You Earn 
Belongs to You 


There will be little disagreement with this 


It is a generally accepted fact— 


“Part of what you earn belongs to you.”’ 
BUT LET US BE CAREFUL! 


A right thinking person would not say 
**All that I earn belongs to me.”’ 


That would be self-centered 
That would be unscriptural 


That would be sinful 


Let us take another look— 


“PART OF WHAT YOU EARN 
BELONGS TO OTHERS.” 


Others helped you earn it 
Others are less fortunate than you 
Others need your help 


“Tt is more blessed to give than to receive.’’—Acts 20:35. 
The recent “Joy Gift’ of Presbyterians accomplished much. 


It brought joy to the recipients of Ministerial Relief 
It made it possible to increase the appropriations 
The Executive Committee received many letters ex- 


pressing grateful thanks. 


Presbyterians should care for their 
Educational Institutions and for their 
ministers—both active and retired 


PART OF WHAT YOU EARN 
is needed for this fundamental work 
A Check Today A Legacy in Your Will 


Rev. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary 
For full information, write to. 


410 Urban Building ‘ Louisville, Kentucky 





